FIGHT HUNGER

Walk the world is a global fundraising and advocacy event which puts the spotlight on global hunger in general, and on child hunger in particular with the aim of raising funds to assist more children through the World Food Programmes  Global School Feeding Campaign..

The United Nations World Food Programme is the food aid arm of the UN system. It uses food to meet emergency needs in crises situations and to support economic and social development with the ultimate goals of promoting food security and eradicating hunger and poverty.

WFP uses targeted interventions to help to improve the lives of the poorest people – people who, either permanently or during crisis periods, are unable to produce enough food or do not have the resources to otherwise obtain the food that they and their households require for active and healthy lives.

More than 850 million people know what it is like to go to bed hungry. 300 million of them are children and out of this number, 100 million do not attend primary school at all.

The world has made several commitments to eradicate global hunger and poverty. In September 2000, the member states of the UN adopted eight Millennium Development Goals the first of which has set as its target, to halve the proportion of people who suffer from hunger between 1990 and 2015.

WFP’s mandate places it in the forefront of the war against hunger. In 2004, the agency fed 113 million people in 80 countries with food worth USD2.9billion. However, there is still a long way to go.

When hunger strikes a community, it hurts children most, draining them of their will and ability to learn. To a child suffering from hunger, going to school is not important, having enough food to eat is.

WFP uses food to help educate poor children. For more than 40 years, it has been the largest organizer of school feeding programmes in developing countries. School feeding improves individual lives and builds literate societies.

Enrolment and attendance rates increase significantly- Research shows that when a school meal is provided, enrolment can double within a year.

On a full stomach a student is able to concentrate and learn.

Children are ensured at least one nutritious meal a day.

Girls, who otherwise may stay at home or work, are given an opportunity to learn.

Parents are motivated to send their children to school instead of sending them to work.

In emergencies when school cannot operate normally, school feeding even in makeshift situations, provides a nutritional supplement and ensures that education is not interrupted.

In 2001, the agency launched a global campaign to expand access and improve education for millions more children. In 2004, WFP fed more than 16.6million children in 72 countries through its Global School Feeding Campaign. Its aim is to reach 50 million children in 2007.

This is where Fight Hunger, Walk the World comes in. Walk the World works to raise funds for school feeding programmes and to communicate the importance of nutrition in a child’s development.

In 2004, the Walk the World event raised enough money in 72 countries to fund meals for over 30,000 school children in the developing world. The target this year was to raise enough money to feed 50,000 school children. However this has been exceeded. To date 1.2 million Euros has been raised, enough money to feed 70,000 children.

The Walk this year also exceeded expected participation. Over 201,000 participants walked in 266 locations in 91 countries. This is five times the number who walked last year.

Ghana joined in the global initiative on 12th June 2005. Over 300 people walked from the Golden Tulip Hotel to the independence Square helping to raise US$ 5,000.This year, the monies will support school feeding programmes in Ghana which aim to feed 1.7 million children over 5 years.

WFP’s new country programme scheduled to run from 2006 to 2010 will target 300,000 Ghanaian school children over this period. Through its implementing partner, the Ghana Service, it will provide on – site school feeding in primary schools for both boys and girls whilst girls from the upper primary classes to JSS will be provided with take – home food rations as well. A substantial amount of the food for this activity will be procured locally.

In Nigeria, President Obasanjo is also planning to initiate a Locally Grown School Feeding Programme with WFP support.

For your information, WFP has been operating in Ghana since 1967 and its assistance has covered different major sectors of the Ghanaian economy, including transport, forestry, exports, agriculture, health and education, relief and emergency operations. Currently, it is implementing 3 development programmes in the northern regions of Ghana, in which nearly 100,000 people are benefiting from food interventions in support of education, health and food security. The agency is also implementing 3 emergency programmes, for Liberian refugees in Buduburam in the Central Region, for Togolese refugees in the Volta Region and for the vulnerable persons affected by drought and food insecurity in the Upper East Region.

We need you to help us eradicate child hunger. You can help make their future and yours healthy and bright. Youth groups across the globe are getting involved in the initiative. Organize an event in the name of Fight Hunger – Be creative. The sky is the limit. It takes just US$34 to feed a child for a year!

For those of you with access to the internet, visit the Fight Hunger:

Walk the World website at www.fighthunger.org and click!! With every click, TNT global Express, Logistics and Mail will provide the 19US cents needed to feed a child for a day.

Click and feed a child today!!

The World will walk again on Sunday May 21st 2006. Be sure to join us.

